Brain metastases in malignant pleural mesothelioma. Case report and review of the literature.
Recent advances in pleural malignant mesothelioma include the sequential use of palliative surgery, perioperative radiation therapy, and systemic chemotherapy. Radical treatments may not only palliate but also improve survival in some patients. The latter may be associated with the appearance of metastases in unusual sites including the central nervous system. In malignant mesothelioma, brain metastases were previously reported in 19 patients at autopsy and in only 1 patient antemortem. We detail the clinical presentation in the second patient with pleural malignant mesothelioma thus far reported to develop brain metastases. The difficulties in diagnosis, the role of immunoperoxidase stains in malignant mesothelioma, excellent tolerance of different modalities of treatment, and a review of the literature of brain metastases in mesothelioma are discussed. Based on our report, the possibility of brain metastases should be investigated by careful clinical examination prior to a radical treatment in patients with progressive refractory mesothelioma.